Linear A decipherment attempts 1. GREEK 


Before M. Ventris’ decipherment 

H. Schliemann archaeologically extended Greek history from Homer to 
the Trojan War and to Mycenaean times while A. Evans unearthed the 
Minoan civilization which began a least in the late 4" millennium BC’. 


Before having put a spade in the Cretan soil, Evans had already differentiated two 
forms of prehistoric writing used on the Cretan seal stones. Following the ancient Greek 
authors, he supposed that the earliest, pictographic form belonged to the indigenous 
‘Eteocretes’, one of the Cretan tribes mentioned by Homer and Herodotus. For the 
second, linear type of ‘mysterious characters’ he considered the possibility that they had 
also been used by ‘men of Greek speech’ and formed the inspiration of the later, 
Phoenician script? 


Later, A. Evans regarded both Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations as 
non-Greek, despite his reading a Greek word in Linear B: using Classic 
Cypriot syllabary, the scholar reads po-lo = m@dAoc, ‘foal‘, which was written 
near horse-pictures on a Linear B tablet. Following A. Evans, V. Georgiev 
reads po-lo = mm@dAoc, ‘foal‘, which was written near horse-pictures on the 
Linear B tablet, in the late 1940s*. A. Evans also identified the ‘female 
suffix’ in Linear B®, later ru-ki-ti-ja. M. Ventris’ decipherment*® confirmed the 
hypothesis of P.Kretschmer, S.Luria, V.Georgiev and _ several 
archaeologists (A. Wace, C. Blegen, G. Mylonas etc.) about the Greekness of 
Linear B (15"-13" centuries BC) while earlier Cretan hieroglyphic, the 
Phaistos Disc, Linear A and the late Eteocretan inscriptions remain 
regarded as ‘undeciphered’. 

C. H. Gordon underlines that A. Evans and A. E. Cowley correctly read 
several Greek words in Linear B (ko-wo and ko-wa in the second case)’, but 
they were not ready to accept Greek as the language of Linear B and to 
develop their discovery®. In other case, not scholars themselves but their 
colleagues are not ready to accept the discovery. ‘When A. J. B. Wace, 
Professor of Archaeology at the University of Cambridge, spoke in favour of 
the theory that Linear B represented Greek, Sir Arthur excluded him from 
all excavations, and forced him to retire from the British School in Athens’ 
(Jjohn Chadwick). ‘Evans, however, maintained an irrationally obstinate 
Creto-centrism, which led to unfriendly debate between himself and the 
mainland archaeologists Carl Blegen and Alan Wace. He disputed Blegen's 
speculation that his writings found at Pylos of Linear B (the same script 
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Evans found on Crete) were a form of archaic Greek’’. Several 
archaeologists stated the Greekness of Mycenaean state before the Linear B 
decipherment’’. 


Pro 

From 1955 to the present time, many scholars - such as V. Georgiev'!, 
P. Meriggi’*, EE. Peruzzi'’, G.Nagy'*, P.Faure!®*, M.D. Tsikritsis!®, 
J. Faucounau'’, F.C. Woudhuizen, Celestina Milani'®, Virginia Hicks’, 
Enrica Patria”°, Oksana Lewuckyj”! etc. - interpreted some Greek words and 
grammatical forms in Linear A. Among these interpretations, grammatical 
evidence such as paradigm i-ja-te ‘physician’ (E. Peruzzi) / i-ja-ma 
‘medicine’ (V. Georgiev), copula -ge (P. Meriggi), adjective feminine flexion 
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like su-ki-ri-ta - su-ki-ri-te-i-ja (G. Nagy), dative -si (M. Pope), mediopassive 
participle suffix -men- (P. Faure) are the strongest evidence of the Greek 
language in Linear A, in contrast to lexical elements which might be loaned. 
These propositions have never been criticized. As J. L. Caskey concluded 
about Linear A, ‘The consensus is that the language is not Greek, although a 
few would allow that it may contain Greek elements’**. Similarly, P. Faure’s 
conclusion is: ‘...if not Greek, at least an Indo-European language closely 
related to Greek’?3. In comparison, ‘Remember Linear B, which was several 
times unsuccessfully presented as deciphered and as writing Greek, and 
which Michael Ventris nevertheless proved to be Greek - but a quite 
different one than those of the previous would-be decipherers...’*4 

Despite that, Greek-like lexical and especially grammatical elements were 
newly interpreted systematically, whereas possible Linear A forms of Greek 
phonetics are not described until the present time. 


Principal steps to read Linear A in Greek 


Researcher and year Greek reading of Linear A 
of publication 
N. K. Mnovgidnc i-da-ma-te 
(1954) 
V. Georgiev (from Many Greek words and grammatical elements 
1955)?6 
P. Meriggi (1956)?’ -ge, ‘and’ (allowed even by main proponent of 


the ‘Linear A Semitic’ hypothesis, 
C. H. Gordon”®) 


C. D. Ktistopoulos Common flexions in Linear A and B 
(1956)?° 
E. Peruzzi (1957)°° i-ja-te (= Linear B i-ja-te) ‘physician’ (whereas 


V. Georgiev identified i-ja-ma ‘medicine’) and 
ka-pa ‘fruits’ as a title of several plant lists 
C. Milani (from 1960)?" Several Greek words 
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G. Nagy (1963-1965)*? Many Greek words, adjective flexion 
(su-ki-ri-ta - su-ki-ri-te-i-ja) 


M. Pope (1964)°3 Dative -si 
P. Faure (1972)** (yJa-Sa-sa-ra-me as a Greek participle 
Contra 


M. Finkelberg cites Y. Duhoux’s arguments against the ‘Greekness’ of 
Linear A: 

‘(1) The word for total is different in Linear A and in Linear B: LB to-so(- 
de); LA>B_ ku-ro. (2) The Linear B language is significantly less 
prefixing than Linear A. (3) Votive Linear A texts, where we are pretty sure 
to have variant forms of the same word, show morphological (I mean: 
grammatical) features totally different from Linear B’*°. However, (1) Greek 
has many synonyms, ku-ro and po-to-ku-ro have Greek interpretation, (2) 
Linear A ‘prefixes’ may also be Greek forms of negation, augment in Greek 
aorist, reduplication in verb perfect, articles (which are written with the 
next words in Linear B and Classical Cypriot), prepositions, and also 
prefixes (the Ancient Greek language also had prefixes!) etc., (3) votive 
Linear A texts might also be interpreted in Greek, written differently from 
Linear B. 

Let us discuss some examples. 

First, ‘Minoan’ (Linear A) ku-ro ‘sum’ reflect another Greek word than 
Mycenaean Greek to-so ‘sum’. Similarly, an ‘opposition’ contradiction of 
‘Minoan’ ki-ro ‘debt’ and the Mycenaean Greek o-pe-ro = ophelos ‘debt’*® 
also reflect two different but related Greek synonyms of ‘debt’. There is a 
good example of the role of lexical markers to identify the Linear A 
language as Greek. 

Second, ‘prefixes’ turn up articles, prepositions etc. - it is to be noted that 
Linear A totally excludes one-syllable words which must be written as a unit 
with the previous or the next word. E. g., the comparison of a-sa-sa-ra-me 
and ja-sa-sa-ra-me leads to the identification of ‘prefixes’ a- and ja’ which 
might appear Greek(-Phrygian) feminine article ja > ha, known in Linear B 
in its masculine form o-fo- which also makes a unit with the next word in 
the Mycenaean Greek (Linear B) orthography. Then, the ‘prefix’ j- is 
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compared with the ‘prefixe’ i- in Linear A i-da-ma-te*® (reading as ‘Ida 
mother’ by many scholars). Similarly, the comparison of pa-ra-ne and a-pa- 
ra-ne leads to the identification of prefix a-’, whereas it might be only 
Greek negation a-. 


Disregarding 

M. Pope described two ways of the Linear A deciphering - Semitic and 
Indo-European in general (but mostly Hittite-Luwian)*° whereas the Greek 
hypothesis is totally ignored. J. Chadwick thought that the Greek language 
of Linear A is acceptable only for the most enthusiastic researchers. 
S. H. Gordon in his summarizing work Forgotten scripts drew his attention 
to the Semitic hypothesis only. 

J. M. Facchetti (in his article On some recent attempts to identify Linear 
A Minoan language) commented only recent Hurro-Urartian, Indo-European 
in general, and (his own) Etruscan hypotheses of the Linear A language 
affiliation. ‘Not to speak of the oldest approaches, unsuccessfully arisen 
nearly after the Linear B decipherment (C.H.Gordon, L. R. Palmer, 
S. Davis and others)...’4. As one can see, only Semitic and Hittite-Luwian 
‘old’ hypotheses are mentioned here, whereas the first among these old 
hypotheses - Greek one - is not even mentioned. In another article, the 
aforementioned author detaily explained his Etruscan hypothesis and 
mentioned Semitic and Luwian ones (initially proposed by C. H. Gordon and 
L. R. Palmer respectively)”, but repeatedly omitted the Greek hypothesis. 

In conclusion, I must repeat: many proposals to read Linear A in Greek 
were newly studied and criticized in detail. When some Linear A signs 
recently changed their reading, the Greek hypothesis must be newly re- 
examined. In this case, morphological and syntactical analysis of the Linear 
A words and texts is the direct way to identify enigmatic ‘Minoan’ language. 
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